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First Day of Spring:
March 20th!

There are a variety of reasons one chooses 1o recyele or

not to recvele. Ome common reason people do not recy-
cle is that they do not think it makes a difference. There
are actually many benefits to recycling, and as resources
become depleted, we are going to depend on it

According to US. EPA and the Departmen of Energy
figures, approximately 32,5% of municipal solid waste
was recycled in the LS. in 2006, The energy equiva-
lent saved from reduced greenhouse gas emissions as o
result of recycling is equal to 1.3 quadrillion BTUs of
energy. This is the equivalent of 50 power plants
that didn't need to be built! Just think about how
much energy would be saved if evervane recycled!

Cireenhouse gases are emitted throughout the waste
management process in the extraction or mining of raw
materials, manufacturing of goods, incineration of Hems
when disposed of, and decomposition of waste in
landfills.

In addition to recycling, there are other ways o re-
duce the amount of garbage we produce and save
MOFe energy:

Reuase! Instead of throwing things away, find another
use for them, fix them, give them to someone clse,

Reduce! Buy items with less packaging, think twice
before you bay something

Top 10 Reasons to Recycle

Good For Our Economy - Amencan companses rely
on recyching programs fo provide the raw materials they
need o make new products

Creabes Jobs - Recycling in the L5, is a 8236 billion a
vear industry. More than 56,000 recycling and reuse
enterprises employ 1.1 million workers nationwide,
Reduces Waste - The average American discards seven
and a half pounds of garbage every day. Most of this

Recycling and Reducing Solid Waste Does Make a Difference!

garbage goes into 1o land fills, where it's compacted and
buried.

Good For The Environment - Recycling requires far
less energy, uses fewer natural resources, and keeps
waste from piling up in landfills

Saves Energy - Recyeling offers significant energy sav-
ings over mamufacturing with virgin materials,
{Manufactuning with recycled aluminum cans uses 95%
less energy. )

Preserves Landfill Space - No one wants (o hve next
door o a landfill. Recycling preserves existing land (i1
pace

Prevents Global Warming - In 2000, recycling of
solid waste prevented the release of 32.9 million metric
tons of carbon equivalent (MMTCE, the unit of measure
for greenhouse gases) into the air.

Reduces Water Pollution - Making goods from recy-
cled materials generates far less water pollution than
manufacturing from virgin materils,

Protects Wildlife - Using recycled materials reduces
the need to damage foresss, wellands, rivers and other
paces essential to wildlife.

Creates New Demand - Recyeling and buymg recveled
products creates demand for more recycled producis,
decreasing waste and helping our economy

Bemree: Mational Reoyeling Coalion Wilsile hap Agetrocyeling oog/
o

Remember to close the Loop—HBuy items
made of recyeled materials when possible!

You can find mose and more products out there made from
recycled plastic, aluminum and paper. Increased demand
has made a lot of these products more affordable and com-
parable to the same items made from raw ma-

" Y,
Lok fior the products marked “recycled '
contend” or “posi-consumer” condeng .




Climate Change 101: The Carbon Cycle

In past newsletiers, we explainad the greenhouse effect, greanhouse gases and Bayers of the aimesphers, In addition to
|| thesa topics, tamiliarity with the carbon cycle & alsa imponiant 1o better understand climale change.

Carbon is fourd in the atmasphere and i an essantial component fo Be. There is a foced amount of carbon in the world. In
othier woeds, the same amaunt carbon ts absays thare, |t just stored and exchanged in diffenen forms betwean the oceans,
atmosphere, biosphere, and geosphers.

Atmosphare: the layer of gases sumounding the Earth that s hiekd in by gravity. Basically, i is air. The atmosphens provides
profection against ultravicke! radiation and extreme lemperature changes between night and day. The mas! comman forms
of carbon in the atmosphere ane carbon dicdde, methane and chiomfivomcarbons (CRCs—solely manmade). Thesa ane
theza of the greenhouss gases.

Biosphene: the part of the earth, including fand, ar and freshwater, in which ke occurs.

Geosphere: the interice porilon of the Earth that includes the rocks and minerals that shape the earth's surface. The interior
is divided info the crust, mantle and cong.

The mavemant of carbon batween thesa different aneas is called the carbon cycle. As previously stated, carban is stored In
various forms in the almosphene, oceans, biosphere and geosphere and ks exchanged
between the diflerent siorage areas, otharwise known as sinks or resenvoirs, One com-
mon carbon cycle is between the atmosphens and vegetation. Carbon in the form of car-
bon digxide is absorbed by plants for photosynthesss, or food production. As a result of
this process, plants releass cxygen into the atmesphere. Carbon dicxide is emitied inlo
the atmosphene from plants and other living beings throwgh a process called respiration.
Raspiration Is better known a5 breathing in humans and olher animals.

Another major carban cycle is between the ocean and aimosphene. The ocoan is one of
the kargest stones of carbon on the earth's surface. Oceans take in carbon dioxide, which
undergoes chemical ransfomation and is used by marine plants and animals for proc-
es5es such photosynthesis and Essue formation (e.g. shells). Carbon is released from
the ocean into the atmosphere as carbon dioxide a5 a resull of evaporation. INa0dk-  bips: teo esmoc navy. milinhicatefems’
fion t respiration and evaporation, carbon compounds ana also released int the af-  sepesirvia/ngin gl

miasphare through volcanic enuptions, decaying plant and animal matter, and (he com. =7 " wiipstineg

busstion or buming of fossil fuels and plant matter.

Carbon can be siored for hundreds of years in trees of in the ground layers as fossil fusls. Soma human actiitios, such as
deforestation and the excavation and burming of fossil fusls, disrupt the balance of nature's carbon cycke by emitling more
carbon ino the atmosphare than can be stored In the resarvolrs, contributing to the greenhouse effect.
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] Fond du Lac
Who's Who? R

Fond du Lac Reservation Environmental Program Staff- (218) 878-8001 Have questions about recyclng?

Wayne Dupuis « Environmental Program Manager ... ATE-B006

Mu:;“ Miatin, Air Program Coordisor..... ......................... e BTR-012 i e

MNancy Schuldt - Water Projects Coordinator . o BTE-BO10 Site Shed at $TH-8069

Shannon Judd - Environmental Education Ouireach Coordimator 878-8023

Russell DuFsult - Recyeling Coondinator. ... ... ETH-B069 Other rocycling options

Environmental Assessment Specialist, ... .. iR pa R BTH-B029 Bl 210 Trandfr Station o

Rick Gitar - Water Regulatory Spccilliu. . BTB-B022 : i 384

Kari Hedin - Watershed Specialist TLE009 Porch Lake Shed call 384-2178

Andrea Junker - Environmental Health Specialis, ; p— 1 = ] Brookston Transfier Samtion

Tim Krohn - GIS Specialist ¥ i T . BTB-B028 call 433-5652

Bill Martineaw - Waste Collection Site Sup:n-'lmr sl L BTR-BOGH

Bruno Zagar - Environmental Specinlist B7E-R007 Leave s cleaucr

Joy Wiecks - Alr Quality Technician ; iy Ao | o owhee @

Dave Smith - Land Records Researeher . ..., 878-8019 sy L
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